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5-stages individual race in MTBO. Each of
the five stages is of a different type.
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park in the town of Plzef was closed to
the public. On a 1:5.000 map everything
comes up very fast and you easily ride past
track junctions and controls. A 1,2m high
tunnel awaited the riders in the middle of
the race. Before starting the riders could
check if their bikes would make it through
a model of the tunnel made from paper
between two rubbish bins. Tall riders had
to make some modifications to their bikes
in order not to get stuck. In the end every-
body made it through the tunnel without
any major problems.

Day four took place in a completely differ-
ent terrain with a very dense track network
which forced the riders to keep constant
map contact. Lots of roots on the ground
made it difficult to read the map while rid-
ing the bike.

On the evening of day three a mass start O-
Triathlon was organised. About 50 teams
consisting of a swimmer, a rider and a run-
ner took part. The swim section was cer-
tainly the hardest, especially as one of the
controls that was filled with empty water
bottles started sinking. Fortunately none
of the competitors drowned in the fight
for the punches. But also the bike and run
sections were not to be underestimated as
the controls were very close together.

Every evening at the prize-giving the yel-
low jersey for the overall leader in the Elite
Classes was handed over to the new lead-
er. On the first three days | was standing
there with different men beside me each
time. On day four | lost my SI-Chip in the
forest and had to hand over the smelly
shirt to Pdivi Tommola (FIN) who was able
to keep it till the end. Jaroslav Rygl (CZE)
was her company. There was also a green
jersey for the best sprinter; the person
who had the fastest time from the last
control to the finish. A less popular black
jersey for the person with the biggest
time loss to the leader in his category was
handed over every night.

Apart from putting on high level compe-
titions the organizers also managed to
make a great film about the races with
some funny characters that was shown on
the last night in the beer tent. The 5-days
race in Plzen is arranged every other year,
which means the next one will be in 2009.

Text: Michaela Gigon
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Overall results
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1 Jaroslav Rygl XBM - Pells MTBO Team CZE  68:34/5 108:40/2 17:38/3 63:39/1  73:111/9 33142
2 Ctibor Podrabsky WLI-VSK Slavia TU Li CZE  68:52/6 108:55/4 19:04/12 68:36/22 70:28/4 335:55
3 Jan Lauerman SJi- OK Jihlava CZE  72:38/16 106:23/1 19:27/16 67:03/14 7(0:35/5 336:06
4 Torbjirn Gasbjerg OK Pan DEN 72:46/17 112:44/5 1832/7 63:46/2 68:52/3 33640
5 Lasse Pedersen OK Ballerup DEN &8:55/7 113:50/8 18:58/10 64:22/5 71:47/6 337:52
6 Beat Schaffner Thomus Team SUl 704712 116:00/12 19:20/15 64:45/9 68:27/2 339119
D21E (37}

1 Paivi Tommola Lahden Suunnistaj FIN — &6:51/3  95:30/2 2203/17 5242/1 60:5/5 29758
2 Caroline Finance RENCH TEAM FRA  67:12/4 96:04/3 25:44/29 56:22/5 60:18/3 30540
3 Markéta Jiraskova V5P -USK Praha (VSP) CZE  65:47/2 99:19/5 222918 57:31/10 60:38/4 305:44
4 Christine Schaffner Thomus Team SUl e7:54/6  105:03/12 19:23/3  54:53/2  58:37/1 305:50
5 Hana Bajtodova USK Praha (VSP) CZE  68:37/7 104:14/11 19:16/2 57:08/9 62327 31147
6 Ingrid Stengard IF Sibbe-Vargarna FIN  71:2412 103:12/9 232:32/19 56:34/7 59:31/2 31313




